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MEASAT 3a set for June launch
Despite a delay on the launch of 3a, MEASAT is 
confident the new satellite’s extra capacity at 91.5˚ East 
will help existing customers grow, and is optimistic 
about the opportunities afforded by AFRICASAT-1 at 
46˚ East. Television Asia Plus catches up with MEASAT 
Chief Operating Officer Paul Brown-Kenyon

“Over the last 12 months, the 
key highlight for the company 
has been the clear establishment 
of  MEASAT-3 as a video 
distribution platform for the 
Asian region. Two specific things 
stand out: firstly the commercial 
launch of  the Reliance BigTV 
platform in India (supported 
on MEASAT-3) which, after 
only 11 months in operation, 
already supports 1.2 million 
subscribers; and, secondly, 
the establishment of  five HD 
channels on the MEASAT-3 video 
distribution platform a number 
that we always thought was the 
minimum for PayTV operators to 
launch HD tiers.”
 
“In addition to the developments 
in the business, we have also 
been pleased by the recognition 
the company has received across 
a number of  industry awards 
over the year. While the awards 
in themselves are subjective, 
we are pleased that the efforts 
of  our staff  in establishing an 
innovative and forward-looking 
company are being recognized.”

Located at 91.5˚ East, MEASAT-3 
was launched in December 2006 
and commenced commercial 
service in January 2007. As of  
April 2009, the satellite was 
running at approximately 85 
percent utilization supporting 
DTH, video distribution and 
telecommunications customers. 
“We have been very happy at the 
reception that the satellite has 
received by the market,” says 
Brown-Kenyon.

Channels currently on MEASAT-
3 include VOOM HD, NatGeo 
HD, History HD, AXN HD, 
Celestial Movies, Asian Food 
Channel (AFC), JimJam, BBC 
Entertainment.

“Over the last 12 months, 
we have welcomed a host of  
new channels to the platform 
including Aruna, Celestial, The 
Biography Channel, National 
Geographic Channel, Nat Geo 
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Wild, Foxcrime, FX, ESPN Star 
Sports, Sky Channel, JimJam 
and YR Asia,” explains Brown-
Kenyon, highlighting the 
importance of  HD as a growth 
area in the region. 

A recent report from Media 
Partners Asia (MPA) says that 
HDTV adoption remains nascent 
in the region and is largely 
a North Asian phenomenon. 
Outside Japan, HDTV is largely 
marketed as a premium, next 
generation DTV product and its 
take-up is therefore discretionary 
and a function of  marketability, 
pricing and affordability as 
well as attractive content. 
Increasingly, HDTV adoption 
has begun to grow because 

distribution platforms are 
anchoring the product to PVR 
and VOD. This is certainly true 
in Australasia and Japan and 
will become more so in markets 
such as Korea and Singapore. 
MPA forecasts indicate that 
HDTV adoption on pay-TV 
networks will grow from 3.5 
million homes in 2008 to reach 
23.3 million by 2013 and ~47 
million by 2018. This means that 
close to 15 percent of  digital 
pay-TV homes by 2018 with be 
HD adopters.
 
Continues Brown-Kenyon, “We 
are a strong believer in the 
future of  HD and have worked 
closely with partners across 
the value chain to provide 
a distinctive HD offering. 

We believe that HD will continue to 

grow as a segment over the next few 

years. With the launch of MEASAT-3a, 

to be co-located with MEASAT-3, we 

are making sure we have suffi cient 

capacity to support our customers as 

they grow.

Paul Brown-Kenyon, 
Chief  Operating Officer, MEASAT

MEASAT’s leadership in HD 
has been demonstrated with 
the addition of  four new HD 
channels over the last 12 
months (National Geographic 

Channel HD, The History 
Channel HD, All Sports Network 
(ASN) HD and AXN HD bringing 
the total to five channels.”

Regarding MEASAT 3a, to be co-
located with MEASAT 3 at 91.5˚ 
East, Brown-Kenyon says that 
while the delay was unfortunate, 
the company has been able to 
work closely with its customers 
to meet their requirements over 
the last 12 months with the 
existing satellite. 

“MEASAT-3a is on track for 
a June 2009 launch, adding 
capacity to the hot orbital slot 
of  91.5˚ East, giving room for 
our customers to grow. Besides 
that, MEASAT-3a will provide 
redundancy to the existing 

MEASAT-3 satellite,” he says. 
“We believe that HD will continue 
to grow as a segment over the 
next few years. With the launch 
of  MEASAT-3a, to be co-located 
with MEASAT-3, we are making 
sure we have sufficient capacity 
to support our customers as 
they grow.”
 
Brown-Kenyon says that while 
the delay of  MEASAT-3 launch, 
initially planned for August 
2008, has been challenging for 
the company, they are pleased 
to be able to announce that the 
satellite will soon be back en-
route to the launch site during 
June 2009. “With the launch of  
this new satellite, MEASAT will 
be able to significantly enhance 
its capacity for our video 
customers at the key 91.5˚ East 
video slot,” he says.
  
“In terms of  the future, we are 
actively looking at opportunities 
to expand our presence in 
the Asian region to be able to 
better support our customer 
base. We are also looking for 
opportunities to expand our 
presence in the African region 
which we initiated in 2008 
with the commissioning of  
the AFRICASAT-1 satellite at 
46˚ East. We believe the best 
way of  doing this is through 
partnerships and are exploring 
some opportunities at the 
moment. We are hopeful we can 
share more about these in Q3 
and Q4 of  this year.”  TVAplus

technology.indd   28technology.indd   28 5/21/09   1:54:28 PM5/21/09   1:54:28 PM



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile ()
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings false
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f3092884c308f305a3001753b50cf89e350cf5ea6308267004f4e9650306b62913048305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with minimum image resolution and no font embedding. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2540 2540]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


